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 WOMEN IN MINING

 Women make up a large percentage of the workforce in some 

countries

 Women are in some countries Operators and other countries 

service providers

 Women often undertake unskilled work, flexible in terms of 

employment, paid on a daily or weekly basis



Impacts of ASM 

on  women

 Put women at risk of chemical 

hazards since they are mostly 

involved in ore processing

 Severe complications of health 

and well being due to pregnancies

 Exposure to  crime, domestic 

violence and  rape

 Affected by degradation of the 

environment through food, 

firewood.



Map Showing Number 
of Women in ASM for 
some countries

 
Tanzania 375,000 Burkina Faso 90,000 Malawi 20,000 Afghanistan 3,000 

Philippines 300,000 Kenya 80,000 Zambia 18,000 Colombia 2,983 

Uganda 277,402 Guinea 70,000 Papua Rwanda 579 

Mali 200,000 Mozambique   60,000 New Guinea   12,000 South Africa 500 

Zimbabwe 175,000 Sudan 42,000 Indonesia 10,900 Ethiopia 132 
 

   
 

   
 

 Estimated 40.5 million people were directly 
engaged in ASM in 2017, up from 30 million in 
2014, 13 million in 1999 and 6 million in 
1993. That compares with only

 In general, 40–50 % of the ASM workforce in 
Africa are women. 5 % in South Africa. 50 per 
cent in Mali and up to 75 % in Guinea. 

Men and women have different tasks along the 
mineral processing chain, 

Men being more present in the extraction phase, 
and women in mineral processing and the 
delivery of auxiliary services.

Source: IGF, 2017 



The potential for ASM to provide equal
development outcomes for women and men
depends on

 Whether women, men, boys, and girls 

have different access to and control over

resources andbenefits from ASM across

the ASM supply chain

 The extent to which ASM-related risks 

contribute to gender differentiated

impacts

 The ways in which norms, beliefs, values, 

and overarching structures and processes 

(including those provided by prevailing 

policy, legal, and institutional 

frameworks) maintain, strengthen, or

challenge prevailing gender inequalities



Training of Women Miners in Ethiopia



Women in ASM in ETHIOPIA



Children in ASM sector

 Child labour is a key to survival for many 

impoverished families

 Worsening poverty in rural areas: children 

work in the mines as part of a key livelihood 

strategy

 Poor access to both primary and secondary 

education

 Incidences of child labour are reported to be 

higher on sites that are located far from 

schools



Impacts of ASM 

on Children

 Child destitution leading to school dropout

 Gangsterism, violence, alcohol and drug abuse

 Prostitution leading to spread of HIV/AIDS and 

other STIs

 Child labour leading to severe risks of health and 

injuries



CHILD LABOUR

Comprehensive statistics of child labour in mining are not available, but cases are found in all

regions of theworld

The following steps could be taken to protect children inASM:

 Investigate the scale of child labour in the national ASM sector, activities children are 

involved in (and any division of labour by age), and respective health threats they are

exposed to

 Make a national decision about children’s participation in ASM

 Set up child labour monitoring mechanisms and provide viable alternatives

 Adopt regulations to protect children from harmful practices in ASM



Questions to participants

Please tell us about the situation with gender and 

child labor in your country ?

Please remember

 To raise your hand and

 Unmute the microphone

We look forward to hear your view
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very much for 

your attention
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